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Chiesa Della Salute,

Destruction Said to Be Im—‘
pending Over the Most|
Pic uresque and Romantic |
City in the World, Long|
the Home of Poetry and
Art and a Meeca of Every|
Tourist Since the Days of |
Trave. Began—Rich and|
Beautiful Architecture, Stat-
uary, and Paintings —Build-
ings Weighted With thei
Historical Associations of |
Century Upon Century.

3 ENICE—"The Queen of the Adri-
‘f atie" — doomed! Can you ple-
ture such o thing?

It seems like the frony of fate
that this magnificent old eity, with its
grand and thriiling memorics of those
medievyal daya when It proudly roared
its head above all the world, should
have stood Ifor sgainsi the
ravages of destructive wars and vast
political and civil changes, only to be
threatencd with total demolition here
in the twentieth century.

On, last Tuesday morning, without a
moment’s warning, the famous Cam-
panile, or bell tower of St. Mark's Ca-
thedral, to whose summit XNapoleon
rode on horseback te gaze down upon
the anclent city he had conquered, col-
lapsed and fell into & chaos of liroken
stone.

centuries

Sounded the Warning,

In the detonntion of that fall there
bocmed out to all the world the start-
ling warniog thal Venice liself might
collapse,

Investigations were st once set on
foot, with the result that Prof. Wag-
the city architect, gays he fears

ner,
the whole city !s duomed to destruc- |
tion. :

He says that the subsoil has fi-:-t\«-l

riorated and the plles and pillars upon |
whkich the whole ¥y rests are rotten
and unable to much longer stand the
pressure on thom.

Shrinkege and sinking have been ob-
served in the subsoil for many years,
although end official commisslon re-

cently declored that there was no dan- |

city

ger from these causes. i
To Hebuild the Tower.

The citizens of Venice slone hove
elready coptributed nearly $200,000 for
the immedieste reconstruction of the

bell tower of St
It 18 belleved t
will give an equal @

ed to the eantributions for the
puse throughout Italy, will fosure
the reconstruction histe old
Campanilo in all its leval

Prof. Wagner ac resator
tion of the logpia of . &I por
tlon of wlilch waa wr ha fall-
ing o ¢, but not the tower linel!
He savs that if the tower @ tally Ia
rebuflt, 1t should be In thoroughly mod-
orn rivle,

Centers of Interest and Life.
It wonld be difficult to concelve of o
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furk's Cathedral and the

Doges are the cenfors of
in Venlee

1ife and busi

noss of the city Thare in the Meoea
of the hordes of tourists

And the Campa pr bell tower
wan &8 certainly = pari of
the Cathedral aa the Bridge of
Elghs Is a puart of the Dogea’ Pilace

In wll Venice there was o object of

| the walls
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The Bell Tower of St. Mark's.

interest than the time-
was

more historie
worn Campanile of Bt, Mark's. It
t in height, and reared its mer-
summit high asbove eovery
structure In the city.

ble

other

To the tourlst appronching the clty It

wag tho first object to cuateh the eye
from the car window or ship's deck.
Owing to the extreme lowness of the
smoll {slands and puatches of land
around the city, the bell tower was
visible for many miles.

It was founded in 838 and restored In
1329. In 1417 n magnificent marble top

| was placed on the tower, and In 1617 it

wus crowned with the figure of & golden
angel nearly feet in helght.
It was
to reach the top of the tower; the as-
cent was made on an inclined pnssage-
way that wound around the Interior of
with thirty-eight bends in It

sixteen

Where Napolean Rode His Horse.

It was up this Incline that Napoleon |
of the!

rode his horse to the summit
tower, and from his eaddle gazed down
upon the historle old oity which he had
nvaded with his conquering hosts.
Al the top of the tower a fire watch-
man was stationed dsy and night with
u telescope. The

vlew from the lower
top cmbraced the whole city, the La-
goon, und the Grand Candl, u part of
the Adriatie,

duys,

and, on particularly clear
Alpe

Clara Erskipe Clement, in her book;
"“The Quesn of the Adrintic,” says that
the dnys of
the Venetlan Hopublic, the first glimpse

even o part of the

from the Lower, in grent

of homecoming war T Y e
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Welke

for

anguln was sounded at dawn to

s Jnboring clasnges: la sestamesz-

opetied the officlal bureaus; la

trotterar called the councils to duty
pnd the hell dol malefizio tolled out the
ey v for those who were 1o be put

A ffth bell later was Lrought from
Candis. and was tolled only on an As-
censlon Day

The loggettn, or vestibule, on the
ean! side of the Campanile was erected

by Zansovinog, the famous architect, In
1544, 1t wnm once a rendézvous for the

nobilily, and was efterwoard used as =

not npecessary to climb steps |

wooden cuge, in |
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| pair on

{ tower when it eollapsed.

! dral.
| greatly alarmed them for the safety of |

duny night concert in the plaza, and
warned the people not to approach too
near the tower.

The authorities of the cathedrnl for- |
bade visitors to ascend the tower, And|

ordered the bell ringlng to be sus-
pended. A gang of workmen had been
engaged to commence the work of re-

the tower Tuesday, but (¢t is|

belleved that none of them wera in the |

Fear for the Cathedral.
0Out of the general chaos arising from
the unlocked-for destruction of the tow-
er, the attention of the Venetinns has
been turned upon the magnificent Cithe- {
Prof. Wagner's stntements have |

the great edifice. Thelr one constant
fear now Is that the Cathedral also may |
crumble away. At the present time,
however, there appears to be not ths|
slightest evidence of any deterloration |
ie the walls of the foundation of the |
church.

The Cathedral of 5t. Mark stands

==

St. Mark’'s Cathedral.

walting room for guards 2foriuz the o

plons of the councils. Thre were bronza
of Pence, Apollo, Mercury, and
Pallas, und some rellefe on tho cop-
ing that were also of Bansovino's crea-

statues

tlon. There weore hronze doors that
had been cest fn 1700, In the [nterlor
wns o madeopna and chlld, with St
| John in *erra cottn, alfo by Sansovino,

At the foot of the tower was a small
white marble bullding, where one of
the greatost ‘‘polley™ - gnmes o the
world was carried on regularly, under

the lleense and portoction of the gov-
ernment.

1taly's Greatest Art Loss. :
which,

M n

in the
veritable

The accident, oyes of

Italy, amounts

trophe, f8 olmwst tho pre
igdom hus ever suffered,

colas-

test art loss

The tower showed sudden signs of de-
cay last weelk, alarming the authori-
ties,. A longitudinal crack appeared
In the corner of the wall facing the |
clock tower, and breaking two small
windows.,

In sntielpation of an accident, thel
prefect of pollce forbade the usual Sune

|

||

Palace of the Doges and the Lion of St. Mark’a,

The Rialto. T

quite alone among the bulldiogs of the |
world in respect of its unequaled rich-

nesg of material and decoration, and

glso from the fact that it has been con-

structed with the spoils of coflntless

other buildings.

8t. Mark's is built on the site of &
chapel erected to contain the bones of
the salnt after whom the Cathedral Is
pamed. This chapel was gradually éne
larged by varlous doges. First of all
transepts were added, then the bap-
tistery on the south and the atrium ex-
tending along the west and north of
the nave, about 1150-1200. Next chapels
were added porth and south of the two
transepts,

During the jong period from its dedi-
catlon In 1085 till the overthrow of tha
Venetlan republic by Napoleon every
doge’s reign saw more addition to tha
rich decoratloos—mosnics, sculpture,
wall linlngs, or columns of preclous
marbles. By degrees the whole walis
inside and outside were completely faced
either with glass mosales on  gold
grounds or with preclons colored mar-
Lles and porphyries, plain white marble
being only used for sculpture, and thea
thickly covered with gold. The splendor
and richneas of effect thus produced is
quite unlique.

Most Unique of Cities.

Like many other [talian cltles of his-
toric fame, Venice has Its magnificent
pulaces, a worid-famous Cathedral and
renowned courts, which, to the -visitor,
are of great interest. [t Is not those,
however, whizh first attract the attan-
tion of the stranger, for no sooner dosa
be alight from the train and find him-
self surrounded by gondoliers In fancy
costume, whoee boats usre Iring one
ogalnst the other ready to convey *im
to the hotel, than the fascination of
such o marked change of scenery dis-
pels all thought of sightscelng

Oue only wishes to indulge In abse=
lute recreation in a swiftly zliding gon-
dole from which he may watch the cc-
cupatiens and livicg of the YVenotlana,

The only city of 3 kind, Venica Is
niways included in the Itinerary of the
tourist I circumsiances and conditions
permit; and, ugh the most agreenbla
seasons are sprit nd fall, the hent of
the summoer motths s pot oppreasive
aod the npights are cool. Its perfect
immunity ‘from dust and noiseless
Eighways are itz chlef advantages, yet
the disturbing mosqulto is very much in
evidence, and almiost every visitor, even
after a stay of only two or thres days,
shows the marks of these merciiess ln-
secls,

it

Built on 117 Isles.

The islands which comprise the eity
of Venlce number 117, and lie two ard
ons half miles from the mainland, in
the Lugoon, a shallow arm of the Adri-
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